
 The Holy Eucharist  December 24, 2024  The Nativity of Our Lord 
 8:00 pm 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 A bell tolls and we invite you to quiet your hearts for worship. 

 THE PRELUDE 
 Christmas Gifts  Vladimir Rébikoff 

 The Liturgy of Gathering 
 Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 THE PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 

 Many ages after God created the heavens and the earth, 
 when man and woman were formed in God’s own image; 

 long after the great flood, when God set the rainbow in the clouds as a sign of the covenant; 
 twenty-one centuries from the time of Abraham and Sarah; 
 thirteen centuries after Moses led God’s people to freedom, 

 eleven centuries from the time of Ruth and the judges; 
 a thousand years from the anointing of David as king; 
 in the sixty-fifth week as Daniel’s prophesy takes note; 

 in the one hundred ninety-fourth Olympiad; 
 the seven hundred fifty-second year from the founding of Rome; 

 in the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; 
 in the sixth age of the world, all the earth being at peace, 

 Jesus Christ, eternal Son of God, Son of the eternal Father, 
 willing to hallow the world by his coming in mercy, 
 was born of the virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea. 

 Today 
 Is the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

 God made flesh. 
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 THE GATHERING HYMN* 

 THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 Glory to God in the highest 
 And peace to God’s people on earth. 

 THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 Let us pray: 
 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
 love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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 THE HYMN OF PRAISE  * 

 THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 God be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us pray…O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that 
 we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with 
 you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen  . 

 The Liturgy of the Word 
 Please sit. 
 THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES  Isaiah 9:2–7 

 The reading is introduced: 
 A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
 on them light has shined. 

 You have multiplied the nation, 
 you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 For the yoke of their burden, 
 and the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of their oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
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 and all the garments rolled in blood 
 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 For a child has been born for us, 
 a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
 and he is named 

 Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 His authority shall grow continually, 
 and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
 He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time onwards and for evermore. 

 The zeal of the  L  ORD  of hosts will do this. 

 A brief silence, then: 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 THE CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES  Titus 2:11–14 

 The reading is introduced. 
 A reading from Paul’s letter to Titus. 
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 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly 
 passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the 
 blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave 
 himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are 
 zealous for good deeds. 

 A brief silence, then: 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 Please stand in body or spirit. 

 THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  * 

 THE HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 2:1–20 

 The Holy Gospel is introduced. 
 The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
 Glory to you, O Christ. 

 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their 
 own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city 
 of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to 
 be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 

 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
 firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
 for them in the inn. 

 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
 were terrified. 
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 But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy 
 for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 

 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
 saying, 

 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now 
 to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they 
 went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 
 they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what 
 the shepherds told them. 

 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
 glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 A brief silence, then: 
 The Gospel of Christ. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Please sit. 

 THE HOMILY  Pastor Stephanie Kopsch 

 Please stand in body or spirit. 
 THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  ** 
 It is our custom to light candles for those who are sick or distressed and to remember those who have died. 
 The prayer stations are on either side of the Altar. The refrain* is sung once. 
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 Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and 
 the world God loves. 

 A brief silence. 

 Glory to you, O God, for the song of the angels, proclaiming to the world Christ’s holy birth. Give your Church a 
 joyful song to sing, that we bring good news of peace and salvation to all people. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 

 Glory to you, O God, for the stars that shine in the depth of the night. Nudge awe in our hearts at the expansive 
 mystery of the cosmos. Open us to find beauty in the clear darkness of the night and in the first glimmers of 
 dawn. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 

 Glory to you, O God, for the child born to us who establishes a realm of justice and righteousness. Break bonds 
 of oppression, bring reconciliation to warring lands, especially Ukraine, Israel, and Gaza, and establish peace 
 from this time onward and forevermore. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 

 Glory to you, God, for Mary’s loving care. Lead us to tend to one another in time of need. Share the comfort of 
 your presence with all people tonight who are alone or separated from loved ones due to estrangement, 
 incarceration, or illness, especially Irene, Matt and Suzy, Viola, Frank, Tom, Ellen, the Hayes family, Dennis, 
 Marty and Diana, Larry, the people of Ukraine, the people of Sudan, the people in the Middle East, those who 
 suffer from conflict and natural and human disaster, all victims of gun violence, and those we name aloud or in 
 silence  (pause)  . Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 

 Glory to you, God, for the multitude of the heavenly host. We rejoice in the zeal of all your saints who have 
 witnessed the appearing of your grace, and who reveal to us your salvation for all. We remember especially 
 those we name aloud or in silence  (pause)  . Hear us,  O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 

 Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant grace.  Amen  . 

 The refrain* is sung once more. 
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 THE PEACE 
 The peace of the Christ Child be always with you. 
 And also with you. 

 All share a greeting of peace. 

 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Liturgy of the Meal 
 THE OFFERTORY 
 The Offertory Sentence 

 The Presentation of the Bread and Wine 

 The Choir Anthem 
 A La Nanita Nana  Arr. Sherri Porterfield  Choir 

 Please stand in body or spirit. 
 The Presentation of the Gifts 

 The Offertory Hymn  * 
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 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 The Preface and Proper Preface 
 God be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to God. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 The Celebrant continues 
 We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you made 
 ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; 
 earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your 
 ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you 
 would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join 
 with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as 
 we sing. 

 The Celebrant continues 
 Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to 
 reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive 
 and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and 
 sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet 
 we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the 
 sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

 On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke 
 it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
 remembrance of me.” 

 As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: 
 “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 
 forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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 Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is 
 and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit 
 upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and 
 make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. 

 In the fullness of time bring us, with the blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Barnabas, blessed George, and all your 
 saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the 
 foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
 honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.  Amen  . 

 The Lord’s Prayer  * 
 It is our custom to hold hands during  The Lord’s Prayer  . 
 As Jesus has taught us, we pray those words that bind us together: 

 The Breaking of the Bread and Fraction Anthem  * 

 The Invitation to Communion** 
 Glory to God in the highest! Come to the Table of peace to receive what you are and become what you receive. 
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 This  is  the  table  of  God.  Jesus  welcomed  everyone  to  his  table,  and  so  we  at  St.  Barnabas  welcome  everyone 
 to  this  table.  Gather  around  the  Altar  as  you  are  directed.  You  may  stand  or  kneel  as  is  your  custom.  The 
 Celebrant  will  place  the  gluten-free  bread  into  your  hand.  You  have  two  options  to  receive  the  wine.  A  Chalice 
 Bearer  will  offer  the  Common  Cup  from  which  you  may  drink,  or  you  may  dip  the  bread  in  the  wine  when  a 
 second  chalice  comes  in  turn.  You  may  also  choose  not  to  partake  of  the  Cup.  When  you  have  received  the 
 Sacrament,  please  return  to  your  seat.  If  you  or  your  children  prefer  only  to  receive  a  blessing,  please 
 indicate this by crossing your hands over your chest. 

 The Hymn During Communion  * 

 Please stand in body or spirit. 
 THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION** 
 Let us pray…God our Redeemer, 
 you have fed us at this Table with the gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us in 
 joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the Good News of your 
 glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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 CANDLE LIGHTING  John 1:1-14 
 As we begin the reading, the overhead lights will be dimmed and ushers will give your candle light if you sit 
 at the end of a row.  Please hold your candle for your neighbor to light their candle, always tipping the unlit 
 candle into the flame of the lit one. 

 The reading is introduced: 

 A reading from the Gospel of John. 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
 with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
 come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
 darkness did not overcome it. 

 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
 might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 
 which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 
 what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 
 name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 
 will of man, but of God. 

 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, 
 full of grace and truth. 

 The Hymn  * 
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 THE BLESSING 
 Go now into this holy night with the blessing of God who created you, 
 the blessing of + Jesus Christ who took on our humanity to share our lot; 
 and the blessing of the Holy Spirit who continues to guide and direct our paths, 
 now and always.  Amen. 

 THE SENDING HYMN  * 

 THE DISMISSAL** 
 Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim the Good News. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 THE POSTLUDE 
 Postlude on ‘Mendelssohn’  David Willcocks 

 *Hymns reprinted under One License #A-729701. 
 **Liturgical pieces are from Sundays and Seasons: Year B 2024, Augsburg Fortress, Publishers, Minneapolis. 
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 St. Barnabas Episcopal Parish 
 1280 Vine St., Denver, CO 80206 

 303.388.6469 www.stbdenver.org 
 office@stbdenver.org 

 Parish Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am to Noon. 

 Interim Rector  Pastor Stephanie Kopsch  (she/her) 
 Pastoral Associate  Ms. Patti Walter  (she/her) 
 Music Director  Ms. Nichole Young  (she/her) 
 Organist  Ms. Ronda Hilton  (she/her) 
 Parish Administrator  Ms. Julia Wade  (she/her) 
 Bookkeeper  Ms. Lexi Jones  (she/her) 

 Welcome to St. Barnabas! 
 We experience God’s redeeming love in all and through all and respond to love through 

 faithful worship,  life-long spiritual growth, and committed outreach. 

 Our community shares a progressive faith, opens our arms to all seekers, and works to make 
 the world more just. 

 Announcements 

 MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE STAFF! 
 STEPHANIE+, PATTI, NICHOLE, RONDA, AND JULIA 

 +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Christmas Day Service, 10:00 am:  The Holy Eucharist  (  sung  ) will be in the Sanctuary. 

 +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Office Hours:  The office will be closed on December 25, 26, 27, and January 1. 

 +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 NEW MEMBER CLASS OFFERED JANUARY 5 AND 12 

 On January 5 and 12, Pastor Stephanie will offer a New Member Class to people new to St. Barnabas. If you are 
 curious about this parish, would like to formally affiliate, or simply have questions about who St. Barnabas’ 
 parish is and how you fit in, please join us following the 9:30 a.m. service. Depending on the number of 
 participants, we will either meet in the chapel upstairs or in the sanctuary. 
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